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wColonel Gabriel Canrad was in com.
mand of General Estrada’s arullery,
and being the only man able te -
mand artillery in Nicaragua, |
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the imminency of a battle was eyi- {
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lhe guns were cool from one act 1
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Canvad seized
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bact 1 and forward, 9 1o sign

LU 's outposts, although they

gol to within two hundred vards of

theie trenches. It was decided that

Faulo return to the revolutianists'

mp a8 {ast as possible and inform

| General Mena of the situation. whilst

| | was to follow, ‘Their way

back to the man who was left behind
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ofie making the pnoive. Slowly
up the ravine and at last
muke out two figures, one
What was he to do
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men wWere enefmices
he killed.
They
rubbed againsgt the bush that hid him.
He had to act, and to act silently so
s not to
atom of

bability
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alurm the enemy,
' strength in his being he com-
manded, and t'1r!‘|., as the man in the
ightest blanket brushed past the bush,
like a tiger Conrad sprang upon him,
pripping his throat in a grasp of iron.
For a moment the man struggled and
then fell unconscious on the ground,
Conrad rose and looked on the other
man whose hands were tied behind
him

“It's 1, Paulo,” he said.

Conrad untied his hands and put the
rope around the hands of the man on
the ground, who was showing signs
of life.

“How did he capture you?" asked
Conrad,

"Almost the same as you ciptured
him, He walted behind a bush and
covered me with a gun. We are now
inside the enemy's pickets; we passed
through them unawares.”

“Is there anyone guarding the ra-
vine nowi"

“No, Colonel, the man on the
ground was the only one, I think”

“Well,” said Conrad, “take this
Luger and if he moves vou know
what to do. I shall return to you
soon,” L

Conrad, knewing the ravine was ne
gnarded, made his way as fast as pos-
sible to his own lines, A quick con-
ference with General Luis Mena, and
in ten minutes the column was makin
its way towards the ravine bchiuﬁ
him,

In Indian file the revolutionlsts
tralled through the bush, passed down
the ravine, und were soon inside the
pickets of the government troeps.
Long before sunrise the revolutionists
were stretched out in a thin line in
{ront of the enemy's trenches. Colonel
Conrad's single machine gun held a
good position, and every man had his
weapon reddy for instant use. Around
Conrad's gun were Gordon's sharp-
shooters, mostly boys frem New Or
leans, who, with their auteleading
rifles and Luger pistols, were to keap
off any charge that miahl be made on
the soiitary piece of artillery,

The government troops thinking
themselves secure belind their line of
pickets, their strong inlrenchmmu,
and in their vastly superier numbers
had taken few precautions Immedi-
ately arcund their cumps against at-
tack.  Slowly the hours dragged on
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At lnst the East grew green, and as
lght crept over the eurth il re-
d the government camps slowly
waking from its slumber, Conrad got
his range and put a band of cartridges
in his machine gun,  Every man was
ready. General Mena gave the signal,
and with thousands of flashes from
the Remingtons, and the frightiul roar
of Conrad’'s machine gun, the battle
was opened. An uproar rose in the
enemy's camp, and men durted here
and there, in frantic fear of death like
mad ants,

Although their numbers fell fast
they were not to be easily beatep, and
under the rallying voices of thieir offi-
cers they took cover and answered
their foes with cool and soldierly
shooting. The execution done by Con-
rad’'s artillery was so terrible, and so
demoralizing, that the government
troups brought their guns to bear on
him 10 silence his fire.

Shifting his piece to a new position,
Conrad continued his splendid work,
until he was agsin locat by the
enemy Charge and countér charge
were made, The government troops
would sush the insurgents, whe in
tuirn would charge back on their ene-
mies, stabbing, shooting, hacking, like
demons, i the coarse undergrowth.
Men with battle frenzy cried, “Viva
Estradal  Viva Chamorro!” as they
fell with mortal wounds,

All day the fight went on in bloody
ferocity, neither side making any
gaing, but piling up dead by the dez-
ens, Cenrad kept the enemy's guns
engaged, and as fast as hig own men
were shot down he breke in new ones
to serve his gun, At last darkoess
ebliged the troops to ceass shooting,
The dexd were spread in hundreds en
the battlefield. The generals on each
side sent messengers with flags of
truce te demand the other's surrender,
and ecach told the other to ge to,
what would be “hell” in plain English.
A wruce, however, was arranged to
disporne of the dead, whose hodies
were yatnered in heaps, often the dead
of beth sides in ene heap, and crude
uil wae poured over them, a match was
applied, wnd the funeral pyres lit up
the battlefield, i

Morning saw thé centinuation of the
battle, which, lasted threughout the
day. The insurgents drove the gov-
ernmens troops {rom their trenches at
the bayenet's point. Under gn urgent
appeal the gevernment hurriedly sent
heavy reinforsemenmts with foun pieces
of amllery, which in turn drove the
insurgents back with heavy logses, 10

reinforcements and artillery from Gems
eril Chamorro's column dashed inte
the fight. Rlanden and Mena wers
driven back by the enemy's superip
forces and artillery, The ltrvﬂ:c o
Colonel Conrad's* gun - was - agsein
annihilated. All along, the.ling the
revolutionists were losing heavily but
holding their own.  Another service
was found for Cenrad's gun, which
was in an exposed position, and could
not be removed on acceunt of th
acenracy of the govenment hen's fire.
These brave fellows tried to rescus
the piece, but they met their death
in the attempt. At last, Canrad in
desperation seized a band of cartridge
and putting it into the gun epene
fire. Bullets rained around him and
men fell on all sides, General Blan-
don seeing Conrad's plight went te:
his aid. A momernt late="he was mows
tally wounded.

The officers were falling in all direes
tions, and as night wes roming ' em
General Mena decided ro retire hefore
his troops were . demaoralizeds: th
Americans under Conrad and. Gordon
assumed the respopsibility for the rear
guard, It was in this actian, that
Gabriel Conrad won such distinction
that he was created a general. He
also has the honor of being the youngs
est man of his rank in the weorld

As soen as the governmient troops
saw the revolutionists retreating. they
executed a cleyer move and practically
cornered their enemy. . Genergl Mena -
wag in despair, 1f the @“kiﬂl},“’ "
made a jupction his forte wopld :Q
lost and the revelution prohh*!y fail,
for nothing then wouid step the gove
ernment troops from sweeping on te
the unprepared lines of General \Chas
maorro.

When the situation of the revolys
tionists was most hopeless there wap
a8 quick movement amongst the
Americans. Conrad with his artillerp
and Gordon with his sharpshootere
fuced about. "Retreat!” cried Conrum
“Retreatl We'll hold the enemy g
check.”

Conrad’s machine gun opened fisy
on the government traops, who were
making a victory winning charge L]
trup Mena's men. Down went the
men in dozens before the deadly spil
of the Maxim, and the rapid ﬁyn of

the Remington wsutoloaders. Feor a
while the daring of the Americans
staggered the Nicaraguan troops,

whose general, knowing that a serious
check meant fatlure to his advancs,
concentrated his attack on Conrad and
his companions. The guvernment mas
chine guns opened fire on him For
ane hour he stood in a hail of bullets
until every helper at the gun fell dead
or wounded e government bugle
blew the charge. A moment later
hundreds of men rushed towards the
smoking Maxim. Coonrad jumped bes
hind the gun and served it himselk
driving back the battle-mad Nicae
raguans with a hail of death.

At last Conrad's luck deserted b
A bullet passed under his gun an
through his body. He fell, ‘she ene-
my again tried to rush the gun. Crawls
fng bleeding and fdint to I{: ammunis
tion Cenrad once more served the gun
and the enemy fell back, "Jivl
Estradal” “Viva Chamorre!” aried
Conrad as the ammunition gave out
and he fell to the earth unconacioug

General Gordon, with IOI'II& of his
men, rushed in and scized Conrad’s
body, and also carried the gun off the
field an the sharpshooters kept the
government trecps back.

Conrad soon revived and he fob
lewed the retreating army, riding on
a mule, an which he was held by t
war correspondents who had follow
the campaign, whilst Gordon's sharp~
shoeters formed a guard around hi

Conrad suffered ' ageny from h
wound, but the oenly seund that ca
frem him was llunga ta the nl'.F

men who gjood by him {u his teriibl
time :I' 1::«?,‘“‘ lthhrm mx}dl:

ing inte the handy of Zelaya's, msn,

which meant déwth, :
Gabriel 'Ceon - gallantry
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army’s retirément possible,
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the youn Am‘tricau forl‘:f's.n r:,
and told him that he won L
the battle of Santa Clara “ﬂqﬁ‘
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